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N SOME LEVEL, it seems a little nuts to make wine on the
O slopes of a volcano. After all, Sicily’s Mount Etna has erupt

&d four times in the past 10 years; the Cumbre Vieja volcano
in Spain’s Canary Islands has been spewing lava and ash for two
months straight as | write this, damaging vineyards on the istand
of La Palma as It does. Pliny the Elder, who witnessed the cruption
of Mount Vesuvius in 79 B.C., wrote, “As 1o the wines of Pompeii,
they [arrive] at their full perfection in 10 years.” Likely some of the
citizens of that unfortunate town were enjoying a we!
Or two even as volcanic ash began to darken the sky

So why not plant your vines on a nice, flat, no-magma-around
here-thank-you stretch of land instead? The thing is, volcank solls
seem to help impart a distinctive character (o wine, both red and
white, not found in other places. Water drains through volcanic
soll casily; the soil also isn't usually very fertile and s high in
mineral content. The result tends to be smaller, higher-acid, less
effusively ripe fruit, producing taut, savory wines, concentrated
in flavor but rarely heavy or dense-in my mind, ideal for the cool
carly days of spring.

Of course, not all yolcanic soils are found on active volcanoes.
Conveniently-or thankfully-volcanoes that went extinet millions
of years ago can be just as helpful. So In addition to wines from
Etna and the Canaries, 1ook to regions like Soave in Northern Italy,
Santorini in Greece, parts of Oregon's Willamette Valley and Cal-
fornia’s Napa Valiey. and Lake County in California. And, of course,
there's Campania in Jtaly, where you can even visit Pompell and
try the wines in situ if you like. I mean, so what If Vesuvius is still
considered an active volcano, right?
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